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Bon Odoriis a Japanese
Buddhist folk dance
performed during>-Bon
which is a celebration held
during the late summer to
honor ones’ ancestors.

Many regional areas in Japan have their own tympetialbon odori
dance. Of all these types of dances, we focusque@sentingsoran
Bushj Kohaku OndpHanagasa OndcandTanko Bushi

A group of stu-

dents during fall

ValleyFest held in

September—a vibrant family oriented festivity ireth
Spokane Valley. Another dancgoran Bushiwas pre-
sented at one of the Spokane City Council meeimgs
November.

semester had performed then odoritwice. Once during

Masahiro Ando became the new director of the Jagm@eiltural Center (JCC) on August 1s
A potluck was held at the JCC to welcome Mr. Andldhe MFW!I family. At the party, Mr. An
do gave a speech. In his speech, we learned maargsting things about him. For instance,
Ando was a high school exchange student and livdigdveico, Washington for a year.

In university, Mr. Ando studied International Lalater, he lived in Chicago and Tokyo work
ing as a currency option trader. At his peak, hddd about 15 billion US dollars. Can you e
imagine that much money?

Later, Mr. Ando began working for Mukogawa Womeb'siversity in Nishinomiya. Now, he
is here at the JCC. In his speech, he said thhhseome to realize how important MFWI is i

this community and that the JCC is responsiblerfaintaining and developing the relationsgip

between MFWI and the community. Let’'s welcome Mnda and help him to continue to m
tain a good relationship between MFWI and the Spel@mmunityExcerpt from October MFWI

Reporter, Hollie Sorensen.
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Bunka no Hj Culture Day, was held on
November 3, 2009. With help from the
MFW!I teachers and their conversation
classes, we were able to provide many
activities for our guests from Palisades
Christian Academy, Adams Elementary
School, and Stevens Elementary School.

Some of the activities offered weskodo(calligraphy),origami, chil-
dren song’s, toys, counting in Japanese, Japath@sabat, and even a
kendodemonstration.

We were also able to bring Lee McCleron in to tesamme of the students abok#bana flower arranging.
These arrangements along with ssshedowere on display at the Unico/Bank of America buigdlocated in
downtown Spokane.
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Otsukimior moon viewing is a traditiona,
Japanese celebration that we celebrated
here for the Mukogawa students last fall.

The students participated in different
activities such as makirgdango
(Japanese rice trea8ado(tea
ceremony)shodo(calligraphy),Haiku,
and of course viewing the full moon.
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Seven-Teas was a group of students
with interest in Tea Ceremony. This
was led by one of the MFWI
students, Mayumi Konishi. Her
goal was to present a tea ceremony
in appreciation to the staff here at
MFW!I. However, this was also an

opportunity for a few of the stu-
dents to learn about tea ceremon
an informal environment.
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The name Seven-Teas is a play on words that thigogecided to represent MWU'S
70th Anniversary—how cute is that! Mayumi and thedent volunteers paved the w
so it would be easy to continue having a Tea Chdhesemester for the students.
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Mukogawa Fort Wright Institute (MFWI) and the Japa@ Cultural Cente
(JCC), located on the beautiful 80-acre historict Rright in Spokane,
Washington, is a non-profit educational organizatitedicated to mutua
understanding between the U.S. and Japan. Found®®0, MFWI is the
branch school of Mukogawa Women'’s University in Ni®mmiya, Japan,
Spokane’s Sister City. MFWI offers intensive, Esglianguage and
culture experiences for Mukogawa Women'’s Universitydents.

The Commons on the MFWI campus is able to accomteatay group
size. They specialize in banquets, meeting spaedding and special events and offer a variety afuseln addi-
tion to banquet and meeting rooms to match yountaveeds, MFWI offers lodging facilities in Januaiyne, July
and August for groups of 10 or more. You can fitkdhés information on our website, www.mfwi.org.
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