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By Kinya Masugata, Executive Vice President, MFWI 

 
 
Happy New Year! I am very pleased to meet you again at the beginning of a new year. Thank 
you very much for attending today. Also I would like to express my thanks to the many Japa-
nese-Americans, and friends of JCC who prepared this extraordinary party. 
 

At this new year party, I won’t introduce the Chinese Zodiac or Japanese Eto as I did at the 
two past new year parties. 
 

This year, 2010, Mukogawa Fort Wright Institute celebrates its 20th anniversary. So, first I 
would like to express my heartfelt thanks for your longtime help with the program at MFWI. 
 

On August 4th, we will hold a formal ceremony for this anniversary, and many alumnae of 
MFWI and Mukogawa Women’s University will come to Spokane to attend this ceremony. You will have a good 
chance to enjoy a reunion with them. 
 

When I succeeded Hiroshi Takaoka and visited MFWI in Fall 2006, I brought my visions for MFWI. They had 3 main 
aspects.  
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third is the promotion of the image and status of MFWI. 
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munity, (I hope). But MFWI was not so familiar within MWU, and was still less familiar in Nishinomiya at that time. 
Students of English Department at MWU who were going to study at MFWI knew only existence of MFWI but didn’t 
know the details of the MFWI program. I felt strongly the necessity of advertising the merits and the concrete activities 
of the MFWI program.  
 

I started the I LOVE MFWI website on MWU’s main home page with the help of Ron Belisle, a teacher here at MFWI. 
The I LOVE MFWI website is mainly students blogs. They tell about their activities at MFWI, such as classes, dormi-
tory life, homestay, East Coast trip and so on. If our students had nothing to tell about MFWI lives, then they couldn’t 
inform people in Japan of their lives, but the students have something to tell their parents, their friends in Japan and 
Japanese high school students, so they think how to communicate the information to people in Japan. Then the students 
become more aware of their lives here and of the merits of the MFWI program. I LOVE MFWI activities help the stu-
dents consciously do so.  
 

I thought also to rejuvenate the sister school relationships between Spokane and Nishinomiya. That would be a great 
method to advertise Spokane as well as MFWI to Japan particularly through the MWU Education students who study 
here at Fort Wright every fall semester. Do you know how many elementary schools have a sister school relationship 
between Spokane and Nishinomiya? Officially 9 elementary schools, 7 middle schools, one high school plus an ele-
mentary school in Mead and an elementary school in Pullman and a middle school and a high school in the Valley, and 
a sister school relationship between St. George’s School and Mukogawa Women’s University Senior High School. 
 
Now, our education students are helping four elementary schools in each city. Today I am very happy to talk about this 
idea, because Dr. Nancy Stowell, the Superintendent of District 81 and Mr. Roland Herriges, the President of Spokane 
Nishinomiya Sister City Society are here. Anyway, if this project succeeds, then it would contribute greatly not only on 
a short-term basis but also in long term. 

(Continued on page 3) 
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By Masahiro Ando 
 
 
 
Hello, everybody. I am Masahiro Ando, the Director of Japanese Cultural Center. 
Thank you very much for coming and celebrating New Year with us today.   
 
Now, because I am still new here, can I talk about myself a little?  I joined 

Mukogawa Women’s University in April 2008.  Before that, I was working at a Japanese bank called The Mitsubishi Trust 
and Banking Corporation.  About 20 years ago the bank sent me to Chicago to open a branch, where my assignment was 
trading in the currency option market.  The most impressive experience as a trader was Gulf War 1991. The market was just 
chaos, and we were entirely at a loss what to do. Some traders were sitting still like stone figures, some were walking around 
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they have the President of the United States. I think I was a stone figure. Thinking of those days now, it is funny and it was a 
good experience. Several years later I was transferred to Osaka Branch in which one of my assignments was taking care of 
Mukogawa’s money and so I was seeing the chancellor once or twice a month for 5 years. Through the conversations with 
him, I thought I could be of help to MWU in Spokane, and I left the bank. 
 
The reason why the bank sent me to the US was that I had lived in this country when I was a high school student.  I guess 
that they thought that my English would be good.  There is a small village called Ilwaco at the far south-west of Washington 
State. This place is opposite Astoria, Oregon on the Columbia River.  I was an exchange student at Ilwaco High School.  I 
went there for 1 year.  Now I’m in Spokane and I feel like I am back to somewhere that I am very familiar with.  I have 
come to like Spokane very much since I came here at the end of last July, and so in the fall, my family will be joining me. 
  
As you know, MFWI started in 1990 and we are celebrating the 20th anniversary in August. For 20 years our main focus has 
been to improve our students’ English skills and to help them experience American culture and lives. Over 8000 students 
have completed the course here, and all of them were quite satisfied with the education at MFWI. We deeply thank all of you 
here because we owe the students’ satisfaction to all of you supporting us.  
 
It is only 6 months since I came here last July, but 6 months is long enough for me to understand that without your help 
MFWI and the JCC could not have been so successful. 
 
At this moment I am learning what my predecessors’ efforts have constructed in the JCC and I am trying not only to pre-
serve them but to move them forward.  From now the JCC is planning to have three stronger functions.  One of them is the 
library.  The JCC has a lot of really good books on Japan and Japanese culture.  Many of them were donated. I am a little 
ashamed to say they are actually too many to easily keep in good order.  The JCC will arrange these books and prepare a 
data-base to make it easier to get right information right away. 
 
Another function is to help MFWI and universities in this area have closer academic relationships with each other in Japan-
related fields. We want to develop a network in which JCC would take a role as an information originating base. Actually we 
have already started to talk to some departments at local  colleges and universities to start developing this network.  If you 
are interested in helping us develop this network, please talk to me.   
 
And for the third function, the key words will be “To unite”.  MWU’s chancellor, Mr. Okawara said in his New Year speech 
that Mukogawa Women’s University should become more internationally-minded. We understand this to mean that that here 
at MFWI we are to involve ourselves work with the community more deeply.  Could you help us be involved more deeply?  
We are looking for your ideas.  JCC will be very happy to be a spearhead into any kind of social group -- children’s group to 
senior people’s group -- small to large – with the idea of sharing Japanese and American cultures. We at the JCC would real-
ly like to thank you for helping us in achieving some progress with this function, so talk with us, please.   
 
This is the beginning of a new year.  I hope that 2010 will be a successful and prosperous year for all of you.         
 
Thank you. 
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an effort to enrich the existing program, namely, the spring term 
program for University English Department students, the summer 
term program for all students of MWU and the fall term program for 
Junior College English students, Education Department students, 
and Extension students who has spent at MFWI in the spring term 
and return here. At the same time, we are trying to expand our pro-
gram. In Summer 2008, the Food Science and Nutrition program 
started, and in Summer 2009, the Informatics and Mediology pro-
gram also started. The Department of Human Environmental Sci-
ences will be sending their students to MFWI in Summer 2011, and 
the Pharmacy Department also has a plan to send senior students to 
MFWI in a future fall term. These new programs are in a sense the 
results of our advertisement.  
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has a close relationship with the first and second ideas. The more 
advertised and more developed MFWI is, the higher status of MFWI becomes. I will introduce two achievements in 
this area. One is the one year accreditation that MFWI got from Commission on English Language Program Accredita-
tion (CEA) in April 2009.  CEA is ‘a specialized accrediting agency’ that ‘promotes excellence in the field of English 
language teaching and administration through accreditation of English language programs and institutions worldwide.’ 
We got this accreditation with through enormous efforts. Today I would like to express my thanks to our faculty, espe-
cially the leadership of Doug Griffith, the Director of Academic Program and to Mr. Raymond Fadeley for his support 
and friendship.  
 

Another achievement is the International Symposium on Teacher Education that is held annually with MFWI, Gonzaga 
University, Whitworth University and Eastern Washington University. The first symposium was held at MFWI 2007, 
the second at GU 2008 and last year it was held at Whitworth.  
 

Looking towards the future, what visions do we have? 
How can we develop MFWI after the 20th anniver-
sary? Do you know that MFWI was established on the 
occasion of MWU’s 50th anniversary? So last year 
MWU celebrated its’ 70th anniversary and some of 
you attended this ceremony. Then at the New Year 
party for this year at MWU campus, Mr. Okawara, the 
Chancellor of Mukogawa Gakuin, expressed 5 new 
goals of MWU after the 70th. 
 

Three of them are important for MFWI and Spokane. 
 

· making more contributions to the Community 
· the globalization of MWU 
· focusing on research, particularly to cultivate fe-
male researchers and to develop new possibilities for 
females. 
 

These ideas, I think, have a close relationship with the 
status of MFWI. 
 

Regarding MWU, the concept of community includes not only Nishinomiya but also Spokane because of MFWI. Does 
MFWI contribute to Spokane community? For future, how can MFWI contribute more to community? Yes, it brings 
not only jobs but also diversity into community particularly into schools through about 180 school exchanges and into 
homes through about 235 homestay visits every year. We can contribute to Community through the advertisement of 
MFWI, the development of our program and the promotion of the status of MFWI, and through listening to the needs 
of community. Especially we can use the JCC more effectively. The JCC wants to boost the teaching of Japanese lan-
guage, and Japanese culture in this community and to help Spokane promote its relationship with Nishinomiya. 
 

In these ways MFWI can show unique contributions to community which other universities in Japan cannot do. Mr. 
Okawara and Mr. Kusaka, the former Chancellor of Mukogawa Gakuin, have repeatedly expressed the idea, that 
‘excellent international education is one of our principal educational goals.  
Mukogawa Fort Wright Institute embodies such a trend, and this campus has become the core of Mukogawa’s multi-

(Continued from page 1) 
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Open Monday-Friday 
10am to 5pm 

 
  

Masahiro Ando, Director 
Candie Faulhaber-Coker, Admin. Assistant 

  

Phone                                   Email 
509-328-2971                      JCC@mfwi.org 
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cultural education.’ 
 

In my mind, the idea of globalization of MWU and that of 
research have an inseparable companionship and, of course, 
have a deep connection with the first idea of contributing to 
the community.  
 

MWU can be globalized through the MFWI programs, not 
only with the English Department, but also with other de-
partments of MWU. Also MWU can be recognized as a re-
search university by utilization of MFWI as a research hub 
for international research activities. MWU established the 
Academic International Research Exchange Committee in 
2008. This committee has two missions. One of them is to 
boost the exchange of researcher between local universities 
and MWU through utilization of MFWI. The head of this 
exchange committee has a plan to make MFWI a hub to leverage academic international exchanges of MWU to the 
three local universities, and then to regional universities and beyond.  
 

So both the JCC and MFWI would like to contribute to the Spokane community more. Can you tell me or our Director 
of the JCC, Masa Ando, your ideas?  
 

Finally, Could I ask for your continuous support in years to come after 20th anniversary? We are hoping for it and wish 
you a wonderful year in 2010. 
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